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ACCIDENTS IN 1938 

THE accidents in the French and Swiss Alps show a deplorable increase 
on the figures for 1937. Up to August 10, ninety fatalities are recorded, 
and the official figures for 1937 quoted on p. 325 of this number give 
reason to fear that deaths have been equally numerous in other Alpine 
districts. The last season enjoyed much fine weather, but for some 
reason snow conditions gen~rally were exceedingly unfavourable. 
Nearly all the accidents occurred to guideless parties, and there is little 
doubt that more than half of such through want of experience even 
more than from lack of skill blunder into dangerous terrain from 
which they are unable to extricate themselves. We say nothing of 
those who knowingly seek notoriously perilous routes, or of the 
attitude of such periodicals and persons as render the homage of 
heroism for such foolhardy adventures. 

There is little hope or opportunity for modern youth to acquire 
proper methods while guides' tariffs maintain their present high 
figures. Yet it should be remembered that guid~s now enjoy two 
seasons, as ski-ing begins in November to end only in June. It is high 
time that continental Alpine Societies insist upon drastic revision of 
present rates, should guided climbing be considered of primary im
portance for the adequate training of beginners. Present-day tariffs 
are merely conducive, in all centres, to perpetual summer unemploy
ment for most professionals. If, however, a party of little experience 
should find itself unable to engage professional assistance, it should be 
remembered that the best guides are traditionally willing to assist 
guideless parties with advice, in which their knowledge of local condi
tions may be of invaluable help. A classic instance of this is to be 
found in A.J. 10. 387, where Charles Pilkington, prince of guideless 
climbers, wisely profited by the advice of Melchior Anderegg. Where 
first-class men have never hesitated to give such advice, others should 
realize that the better their counsel the less likelihood will there be of 
their services being summoned for the inevitable dangers of a present
day search party. We have heard recently of some hesitation in the 
formation and start of rescue parties, which is intelligible, seeing that 
the guides are removed for considerable periods from their normal 
source of income and that the circumstances of the victims may be 
such as to preclude the possibility of meeting the high charges apper
taining to rescue work. Some form of compulsory local insurance, 
if practicable, appears to be the only satisfactory remedy in the just 
interest of the guides. 

There are two further factors which, in our opinion, m~y well prove 
a contributory cause of accidents. One is the system of grading 
climbs by numbers according to their relative difficulty. It is super
fluous to remind seasoned mountaineers that · changing conditions can 
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alter the whole nature of a climb ; but for less experienced travellers, 
the grading of an expedition in a certain category based on fine-weather 
conditions may easily lead to the undertaking of a climb which, while 
within the power of a party under good conditions, may involve undue 
risks if conditions are adverse . 

• 

The second factor is the continued practice of certain Alpine periodi-
cals of recording as new routes what are, in fact, no more than slight 
and unsatisfactory variations of established routes. We believe that 
this practice can now tend only towards the attempting by irresponsible 
parties of routes which may bring needless danger not only to those who 
select such routes but equally to those who, though having no connec
tion with the enterprise, may through their position be called upon to 
shoulder ~.!Ie responsibility and risks of rescue work. If, as is quoted 
from the O.A.Z. on p. 325 of this number, the ascent of the Eigerwand 
marks the end of exploration in the Alps, we urge our contemporaries 
to consider the adoption of that practice which is now established in 
this JOURNAL, 1 to record only such routes, whether new or otherwise, 
as are worthy of the attention of mountaineers. 

The Accident on the E£gerwand. 

SIGNORI B. SANDRI AND G. MENTI, both members of the C.A.I. and 
resident in Valdagno, had been in the region of the Kl. Scheidegg 
during June 1938. Several attempts were made by them on the 
Eigerwand. On June 23 they arrived early at about the level of the 
windows of the Eigerwand station of the J ungfrau railway (see illus
tration A.J. 47, facing 375). Shortly afterwards the normal afternoon 
clouds, accompanied by much lightning and heavy rain, closed in 
around the Eiger. On June 24, Fritz Steuri, sen., together with his 
son Hermann and uncle Gottfried, found the body of Sandri embedded 
in snow at the base of the mountain, while that of Menti was traced 
some I 6o ft. deep in the bergschrund, where owing to torrents of water 
flowing over the slabs above no efforts have been successful hitherto in 

• • • extricating tt. 
0. G. 

The Acc-ident on the A£guille de Triolet . 
. 

SIGNORI GABRIELE GALLO BoccALATTE and MARIO PIOLTI left Cour-
mayeur on August 23, 1938, with the intention of attempting the 
Aiguille de Triolet by what is described as a 'new route,' the S.W. or 
Glacier de Trio let face. 2 They were expected back on the 24th by 
Signora Boccalatte (nee Nina Pietrasanta) who was aware of the party's 
intentions. As they did not return she gave the alarm in Courmayeur 
on tJ:le night of the 24th. A search party, consisting of the guides 
Evaristo and Eliseo Croux, P. Berthollier and the brothers Brochet, 
together with some porters, left the same night for the Triolet (Dalmazzi) 
hut. Setting out again at dawn from the Club hut, the search party 
soon perceived two bodies tied together lying on the glacier under the 

1 A.J. 45 (1933), 374· 
2 The. mountain has been climbed from every angle, vide ' Kurz.' 
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face in question. A Karabiner was still clipped on to the rope, while 
a piton driven into the rocks above " the narrative is obscure appears 
to have given the line of fall, some I 300 ft. to the bergschrund where 
the corpses lay. It is denied that a piton had drawn as may so easily 
occur and it is considered that the party had been killed by falling 
rocks, for which the peak is notorious. The bodies were brought to 
Courmayeur where Boccalatte was buried before a great concourse of 
Italian mountaineers, including Count Aldo Bonacossa, President 
of the C. A.A. I. Piolti was buried at Rivolti. 

From Lo Scarpone. 
Signor Boccalatte, aged thirty-one, was one of the best It3lian 

climbers of the present day. In the course of a short Alpine career he 
had made many adventurous expeditions, including some novelties 
in the Mont Blanc group and the Dolomites especially. Several of 
these expeditions are related in these pages, notably Aiguille Noire de 
Peteret by the S.E. arete attained from the W. (Fresnay Glacier), 
Mont Blanc du Tacul, Monte Gruetta, N. face, etc. In the Dolomites 
he had discovered what was for some time the' last word' in difficulty 
on the Torre Trieste. Boccalatte had also taken part in an Italian 
expedition to the Andes. · 

Piolti's career is unknown outside Italian circles, but he too had 
accomplished many over-enterprising climbs. 

To Signora Boccalatte, her husband's companion on many occasions, 
and to the relatives of both deceased, the sympathy of all mountaineers 
will go out. 

The Accident on the Gr. Windgalle. 

ON July 23, 1938, four experienced Swiss climbers set out from 
Erstfeld to climb the Gr. Windgalle from the Maderanertal. Their 
names were Gamma, Boesch, Beriiter and Bleuler. A great storm 
raged in the mountains on July 24, and before midnight of that day, 
Boesch returned to the Windgalle hut in an exhausted condition stating 
that his companions worn out and dying were still just under the 
summit of the peak. A rescue party, including the guides Troesch and 
Zgraggen, set out from Erstfeld in the morning of July 25, being joined 
by Boesch from the hut. They found the bodies of the Lucerne 
climbers, Beruter and Bleuler, ten minutes below the top, seated side 
by side. The body of Gamma could not be found ; it is surmised that 
he fell in endeavouring to descend by himself Communicated. 

The Accident on the Spitzmauer. 

ON June 19, 1938, two young climbers from Traun, Herren Sepp 
Fischill and Walter Steinleitner, fell to their death on the N. face of 
the Spitzmauer. The two were accompanied to the foot of the climb 
by Herren Rubenzucker and Rodier, and the parties there divided at 
6 A.M., Fischill and Steinleitner taking the ' Rossner ' route and the 
other two following.the Styrian route. 
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T\vo hours later, when they had overcome the difficulties of the 
Styrian route, the latter party heard the sound of falling stones and 
a cry, shortly after which they saw a body falling at the foot of the 
'Rossner' route. They roped down the difficult portion of their route 
and in 45 minutes \Vere beside the fallen body. Fischill was already 
dead, and Steinleitner near his end. The two were still roped together, 
and on the rope was a Karabiner with a piton torn from the rock. It 
is presumed that the accident was due to the breaking away of a hand
hold, and that the in-driven piton failed to check the fall. The bodies 
were recovered by a party from the Prielhaus. It is stated that both 
victims were competent climbers. 

From Allgemeine Bergsteiger Zeitung. 

The Accident on the Dachstein. 

On June 7, 1938, two parties set out for the S. face of the Dachstein 
by the ' Steiner ' route (see A.J. 49· illustration facing 243). The 
first party, consisting of the guide Hermann Schertel of Fiissen and 
Dr. Friedrich Kinzel, reached the summit successfully and returned to 
Ramsau. Of the second party of three, one member, Dr. Werner 
Griinbauer of Erlangen, received injuries to skull and arm during the 
course of the climb ; the cause is not definitely known, but the accident 
was probably due to the fall of melting snow and ice. He succumbed 
to his injuries that evening at the scene of the accident. 

Hearing of the accident, Schertel and Kinzel left Ramsau next 
.morning at 5 A.M. and climbed up to the place where Griinbauer's 
body was still lying. As they arrived at this place, a snow cornice 
broke loose and swept the two men, who were roped together, down 
the face to the snow slope at its foot. They received fatal injuries. 
The three bodies were brought down next day by six guides and two 
police officers. 

All three victims are stated to have been experienced mountaineers. 
Schertel, who was 31 years of age, was well known for climbs in the 
Tannheim range and was also a distinguished ski-runner. 

From Der Bergsteiger. 
While regretting the more that two lives should have been lost while 

rendering service according to the best Alpine tradition, we may call 
attention to the conditions which, as proved by the second accident, 
made the climb dangerous. In this connection we recall how Christian 
Klucker (Erinnerungen, pp. 141, 157, English translation, pp. 142, 
156), stipulated that before any ascent of the N. face of Piz Cengalo 
could be considered, it was essential that the summit winter cornice 
should have fallen. The first ascent of this face was accomplished on 
June 29, 1897, under the leadership of Martin Schacher, before the fall 
of the sun11nit cornice, I 50 yards of which, in fact, fell within the next 
24 hours, sweeping the route of ascent. Cf. A.J. 37· 153. 

Two young Swiss from Lucerne, Herren H. Hodel and Zuber, fell 
from the Kingspitz (Engelhorner), on June 26. Hodel, a pilot in the 
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Swiss Air Service, was killed and his companion gravely injured. 
They probably fell on the descentofthe initial rocks of the Ochsenplatte, 
since both were wearing nailed boots, or possibly, if seeking to avoid 
the said rocks, on grass. Com.municated. 

A considerable rock-fall occurred on Dent Jaune (Dents du Midi) at 
the end. of August or beginning of September. In consequence, the 
ordinary route or that by the Vire aux Genevois have become impossible. 
Two Lausanne climbers attempting to reach the summit fell and were 
killed . 

Beside those already chronicled, accidents occurred on IVIont Blanc 
(at least two), Col du G eant, Aiguille de la Republique, Aiguille Noire 
de Peteret, Grande Dent~ de Veisivi (in which an Englishman, C. F. 
Hook, perished), Matterhorn,3 Jungfrau (Rottal), Weisse Frau, 
Morgenhorn Wilde Frau, Friindenhorn (solitary climber), Schreck
horn, Piz Rosatsch, Cima di Rosso, Bergamasque Alps, etc. A party 
of several Italians perished on the S. face of Marmolada, while an 
Englishman named Keay met with a similar end in the W etterstein. 
No member of the ALPINE CLUB has lost his life, but Mr. R. L. Beaumont 
of the O.U.M.C. who took part in the 1937 British Caucasus expedition, 
was killed while climbing in Wales. 

3 On August 1 r, three guideless Germans attained the summit via the 
Z'mutt ridge at 18.30 ; about zx.so they fell from the E. face and were killed. 
During the same week two Dutchmen perished above the Solvay hut1 above 
which they had discarded the rope. A day or two later, a man, said to have 
been an American student, was killed in the very commencement of the Hornli 
ridge, his Swiss companion escaping. 

It is stated that several bodies are still lying in the Penhall couloir, a locality 
shunned by every competent mountaineer for nearly forty years after the 
Lam m er-Lorria mishap of 1887. 
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